




 
RESOLUTION NO.  2012-14-GUAMPO 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EASTERN 
CAROLINA COALITION, A COALITION OF METROPOLITAN AND RURAL 

PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS.  
 
WHEREAS, Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Rural Planning Organizations 
exist to serve as intergovernmental organizations with the purpose of addressing 
transportation needs and prioritizing improvement projects for assisting the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) with developing a Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, a coalition of Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Rural Planning 
Organizations, to be known as the Eastern North Carolina MPO/RPO Coalition or 
Coalition, which now includes all transportation planning organizations  east of I-95 in 
North Carolina.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Coalition members are committed to regional cooperation in project 
prioritization and the top priority highway projects for each organization; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Coalition voted on June 6 to approve a management structure to guide 
the activities of the group and create a unified, enhanced structure to advocate for 
transportation interests in eastern North Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Coalition has identified that long-term economic sustainability in 
eastern North Carolina is dependent on improving mobility and enhancing connectivity 
among the region’s critical military installations, ports and other regionally significant 
assets; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Transportation 
Advisory Committee for the Greenville Urban Area MPO supports the efforts of the 
Coalition in advocating the region’s interests in transportation planning and project 
implementation. 

 
ADOPTED this the 24 day of July, 2012 

 
  
 
 

      _________________________________ 
      Mayor Allen Thomas, Chairperson 

Transportation Advisory Committee 
     Greenville Urban Area MPO 
 

________________________________ 
Amanda Braddy, Secretary 
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Albemarle RPO • Cape Fear RPO • Down East RPO • Eastern Carolina RPO • Goldsboro MPO  
Greenville MPO • Jacksonville MPO • Lumber River RPO • Mid-Carolina RPO • Mid-East RPO    

Peanut Belt RPO • Rocky Mount MPO • Upper Coastal Plain RPO • Wilmington MPO 

 

Eastern Carolina Coalition Structure 
Coalition Board Membership 

Member – Defined as the TAC representative from each Transportation Planning Organization, with one 

Alternate designated. Both the Member and Alternate must be an elected official with authority to vote 

on behalf of their respective Transportation Planning Organization. 

Board Members Role 

To support and provide guidance on Coalition activities 

Staff Team Officers – Elected to 1 Calendar year term with 2 consecutive year term limit, elections will 

occur in January 

Executive Director 

Assistant Director 

Secretary 

 

Roles and Responsibilities of Management Team Board and other members 

Executive Director – Serves as Executive Director of the Eastern Carolina Coalition working with TAC 

members, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Moderator and Event Coordinator to organize meeting agenda. 

 

Assistant Director – Serves as Chair in absence of Chair. Works with Event Coordinator to set up meeting 

locations and other meeting logistics as needed. 

 

Secretary – Serves as record keeper and records minutes for each meeting. 

 

Rotating Staff Team Roles 

Event Coordinator – Works with Vice-Chair to set up meeting location and other meeting logistics as 

needed. 

 

Designated Meeting Locations 

Goldsboro, Greenville, Jacksonville, Kinston, New Bern, & Washington 

Annual summit held in Greenville starting 2013 
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COG-#928921-v1-ferrytolls062112 

Attachment 4g 
Technical Coordinating Committee 

 
Action Required     June 21, 2012 

 
TO:  Technical Coordinating Committee 
FROM: Jo Laurie Penrose, AICP, Transportation Planner 
SUBJECT: Opposing adding/raising tolls to coastal ferries 
 
Purpose:  At the request of TCC member Bryant Buck, consider approving a resolution opposing 
adding or increasing tolls on coastal ferries. 
 
Discussion:  Ferry passage on the North Carolina coast has traditionally has been free or low cost 
for tourists and residents. The North Carolina General Assembly passed legislation in 2011 
which proposes to increase ferry tolls where they presently exist and to add ferry tolls where 
passage is free.  

A ferry is an extension of the highway system. Proposed increases in existing ferry tolls and the 
adding of ferry tolls where there is none at present will constitute an unfair burden upon residents 
of areas served by ferry service. 

Numerous local governments are requesting further study to determine the economic impact on 
the counties of Eastern North Carolina which may be affected by the proposed tolls. 

Staff has no recommendation on approving or disapproving the resolution. 

 
Attachments:   

• Resolution 2012-16-GUAMPO 

GREENVILLE URBAN AREA
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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COG‐#928916‐v1‐Resolution_2012‐16‐oppose_ferry_tolling 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-16-GUAMPO 
RESOLUTION BY THE GREENVILLE URBAN AREA MPO 

IN OPPOSITION TO IMPLEMENTING OR INCREASING FERRY TOLLS 
 

WHEREAS, The Greenville Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (GUAMPO) serves to 
provide a forum for public participation in the transportation planning process and providing 
transportation-related information to its member governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 31.30 House Bill 200, ratified in the 2011-2012 session of the North Carolina 
General Assembly, proposes to increase ferry tolls where they presently exist and to add ferry tolls where 
there is none at present, with the exception of the Hatteras Island to Ocracoke and Knotts Island routes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the ferry system provides vital access to opportunities for education, tourism, employment, 
and other business pursuits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ferry from Cherry Branch to Minnesott Beach is a primary route for employees and 
contractors of the Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point and Fleet Readiness Center East and adding a 
toll to this route could reflect poorly on the region’s interest in supporting the Air Station; and 
 
WHEREAS Ocracoke Island , located in Hyde County, is the State’s only barrier island with no alternate 
form of public transportation infrastructure provided to them in return for the payment of State tax 
dollars, and 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County as well as Hyde, Martin, Tyrell and Washington Counties are Tier One 
Counties as determined by the Department of Commerce and such assessments of ferry tolls would 
further challenge the pursuit of economic development for these counties; 
 
WHEREAS, further study is warranted to determine the economic impact on the counties of Eastern 
North Carolina who are impacted by the proposed tolls; and 
 
WHEREAS, a ferry is an extension of the highway system and such proposed increases in existing ferry 
tolls and the adding of ferry tolls where there is none at present will constitute an unfair burden upon 
residents of areas served by ferry service. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Transportation Advisory Committee of the Greenville 
Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization that it opposes any increase in existing ferry tolls and the 
adding of ferry tolls where there is none at present, without further study on the economic impact not only 
in the counties listed above, but wherever ferries serve the citizens of the State of North Carolina. 
 
ADOPTED this the 24th day of July 2012 

_____________________________ 
Mayor Allen Thomas, Chairman 
Transportation Advisory Committee,  
Greenville Urban Area MPO 

______________________ 
Amanda Braddy, Secretary 
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COG-#929407-v1-Actions_Taken_at_TAC_March_28_2012 

 
ATTACHMENT 5 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN AT 

GREENVILLE URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) MEETING 

 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012, at 1:30 p.m. 

Greenville Public Works Conference Room,  
Actions taken in bold italics 

 
1) Approval of Agenda; approved 
 
2) Approval of Minutes of November 18, 2011, Meeting (Attachment 1); approved 

 
3) Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson; election conducted:  Chair = Mayor Allen Thomas 

            Vice Chair = Mayor Steve Tripp 
 
4) Public Comment Period 
 
5) New Business / Action Items: 

 
a) Self-Certification of Greenville Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Transportation 

Planning Process (Attachment 5a) – Resolution No. 2012-01-GUAMPO; adopted 
 

b) 2012-2013 Planning Work Program (Attachment 5b) – Resolution No. 2012-02-GUAMPO; adopted 
 

c) Update prioritization of “shovel-ready” projects.  (Attachment 5c) – 2012-03, 04, and 05-GUAMPO,; 
prioritized and adopted 
 

d) Amendment to the 2011-2012 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) for the transfer of funds for 
task 3-D-3 (Special Studies) and modification to description of task 2-A-1 (traffic volume counts).  
(Attachment 5d) – Resolution No. 2012-06-GUAMPO adopted 
 

e) Title VI Plan (Attachment 5e) - 2012-07-GUAMPO; adopted  
 
 
6) Informational Items 

a) Information update -- air quality standards 
b) Presentation #3 regarding NCDOT’s 2040 plan 
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Eastern Carolina Coalition quarterly meeting 

May 11, 2012 

 

Daryl Vreeland and Jo Penrose traveled to Jacksonville for this meeting. The topics 
were a continuation of the items discussed at the Coalition meeting at ECU in 
March. 

Most of the discussion was about how to get regional projects advanced in the 
state’s transportation work program. The Coalition has identified previous 7 
regional projects. However, at the meeting it was pointed out that there are too 
many projects on U.S. 70 and U.S. 17 to fund. 

Another concern brought out at the meeting is the need for system 
interconnectivity for economic development. That would mean connecting military 
based, such as Fort Bragg and Camp LeJeune, with the state’s ports and with East 
Carolina University. 

Bobby Lewis, NCDOT provided information on the state’s highway equity 
formula. He said some legislators who represent heavily urban area would like to 
see funding based on population and not on an equity formula.  

The Greenville TAC was represented by Leigh McNairy, NCDOT. Legislators 
who attended included: 

Sen. Harry Brown 

Sen. Brent Jackson 

Sen. Louis Pate 

Rep. Efton Sager 

Rep. Norman Sanderson 
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COG‐#928906‐v1‐coalition060612summary 

Eastern Carolina MPO/RPO Coalition 

June 6, 2012 

The group of 14 MPOs and RPOs met in Goldsboro to complete discussion on the 
coalition structure and management team. The group agreed that the members 
should only be transportation agencies, for at least the first year.  

The coalition structure will be similar to that of an MPO/RPO, with a Technical 
Advisory Committee made up of one TAC member from each agency. The 
coalition technical staff will function as a Technical Coordinating Committee. 

Three major goals of the coalition are to influence transportation policy in the 
eastern North Carolina region; prioritize regional projects for optimum funding, 
and educate citizens and elected official on the important of implementing 
infrastructure projects. 

The group also voted to create a volunteer management team to organize and 
facilitate TAC meetings. Officers are: 

Daniel Van Liere, Upper Coastal Plain RPO, executive director 

Jo Laurie Penrose, Greenville MPO, assistant director 

Jennifer Collins, Goldsboro MPO, secretary 

Please review the attachment for additional information on the management team 
and TAC structure. 
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