
Tar River Park Master Plan



1. Citizen Recommendations

2. Concerns and Issues

3. Develop Program Elements

4. Determine the best use of 
the park land for all users 

Project Goals



Park Classification

Neighborhood Park

• Approximately 16 Acres
• Off Leash Dog Park is 1 acre



Typical Neighborhood Park



EXISTING AMENITIES

Trail Head / Trail Access Off Leash Dog Area River Access / Views

Picnic Areas / Park Benches F.R.O.G.G.S. Garden Informal Open Space



Comments This was the most desired program element because: (1) it is low 
maintenance, and a great way to preserve open space, and  (2) It 
would be a low maintenance element and appeal to a wide 
range of users.

Frisbee Golf = 10 Acres



Comments The consensus from the attendees was that this program 
element is a great idea. Many felt that this would be a wonderful 
way to connect park users to the river. Combined with an 
overlook, a kayak landing would be a cost efficient way to provide 
access to the river.

Kayak Landing



Comments The majority of the attendees thought that this element would 
be a great addition to the proposed park. The overlook would be 
a great way to provide passive access to the river. 

River Overlook



Picnic Shelter

Comments The consensus from the group that it would be a great added 
amenity to the park, and it would be very popular.



Public Restroom Facility

Comments The attendees were unanimous in their support for a public 
restroom. This facility would serve many users including the South 
Tar River Greenway, and the off leash dog park, as well as users of 
future park elements. As the park grows and amenities are added, 
a restroom facility will be essential.



Informal Open/Green Space

Comments The attendees highly desired open space as a low maintenance, 
and informal park element. Many argues that the disk golf course 
could be used double as open space when not in use. It was 
suggested that time limits be put on the use of the disk golf 
course so that the area could be used as open space.



Playground Areas

Comments Because the proposed park is in a neighborhood that primarily 
caters to college students, many attendees were against a 
playground as a park element. However, the Tar River Legacy 
Master Plan recommended a playground in this area, a request 
that was strongly supported by attendees of the public input 
sessions for that project. 



Tar River Legacy Plan Overlay



General Comments
1. Safety (for area residents) will be an issue with more users coming 

to the proposed park.

2. Lack of parking is a major issue. Added amenities will only make it 
worse.

3. There is a perceived danger in disc golf and other users, i.e.    
walkers/joggers, gardeners, dog park users etc.

4. The river is littered with trash and debris and perceived to be dirty.

5. The dog park needs to be expanded and needs additional 
amenities.

1st Input Session



General Comments
6. “Expand and exploit” river access.

7. There needs to be a distinct separation; a buffer between disc golf 
and trail users.

8. Proposed storm sewer ditch will take up valuable land.

9. Consider thinning out underbrush and open views to the river.

1st Input Session







General Comments
1. Major safety issue; GDGA does not support a disc golf course in this area.

2. Find an alternate location near ECU for disc golf; perhaps the old landfill. 

3. Conflict between disc golf course and children, dogs, and trail users.

4. Buffer should be adequate to separate disc golf course from other park users.

5. Playground area should be in the open area away from river’s edge and closer to 
restrooms.

6. Some would like to keep large open area natural; perhaps three holes to the far west 
for disc golf.

7. The drainage ditch is a hazard; public works should consider piping storm water to 
river.

8. Construction and hard cost is an issue. Who will build future disc golf course.

2nd Input Session






